
0 500 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000

 

 

Albania X-treme 

Europe's former North Korea? The Balkans' India? It's difficult to describe colorful, turbulent and 

quickly changing Albania in a short way. One might say it's an extraordinary oasis in a rather 

conformist Europe.  

While before nearly undocumented, Albania only emerges in history when taking its stand against 

the Ottoman Empire under national hero Skanderbeg. After his death the alliance crumbled and 

during 500 years of Ottoman occupation the predominant religion changed to the Islamic faith.  

Only in few areas in the North, which we’re going to visit, the Catholic Church remained present, 

resisting every ruler and even Enver Hoxha’s regime. During the communist period, Albania was 

almost completely closed off from the rest of the world and this way preserved in an early 20th 

century state, only released to the public after the collapse of communism in the early 90s.  

Now, 20 years after its opening, Albania is calling the world to discover its natural glamour and 

authentic culture. No surprise that is was chosen the top country to visit in 2011 by Lonely Planet. 

 

 

This tour is created for very fit and experienced hikers who are up for the challenge of crossing 

Albania's Accursed Mountains from West to East on foot, while being able to enjoy stunning views 

and the famous highlanders' hospitality on an 8-day itinerary. 

Average daily walking time: 7 hours 

The itinerary covers the Albanian Alps, including the valleys of Kelmend, Shala and Valbona. It 
starts with picturesque mountain ranges around Lepushe and Nikc, takes you to the remote 

villages of Thethi and Valbona, continues with a boat ride over the scenic Lake Komani and ends in 
bustling Tirana. 
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Description of the tour 

We won’t waste time on traffic jams in the city and head north right away from the airport in 

direction of the Malesi e Madhe district, the land of the great mountains. On our way we pass Lake 

Shkoder and turn off the highway just before the border to descend on a dramatic road into the 

Cemi Canyon. Now in the Kelmendi region, we drive along the river with steep rock cliffs on both 

sides, passing the villages of Tamara and Selca until we arrive at our destination Lepushe. From our 

guest house we catch the first glimpse of the awe-inspiring mountains we’re going to hike within 

the next days.  

Our adventure starts with a hike through forests up to pastures below the Berizhdolit Range. From 

the top the heart of the Albanian Alps is almost within one’s grasp, but the real highlight follows 

with the views of Vukel and Nikc during our descend.  

During the following day we climb the steep Dobraces pass to the karst plateau which we watched 

in awe during the previous hike and cross on a trail framed by the peaks of Mt Shnikut and 

Radohimes - all well above 2000m. We almost circle Mt Arapit and descend towards Theth next to 

its 800m steep cliff face with views of the surrounding mountains. 

After the previous long hikes we stay in Shala Valley and walk downstream to Nderlysa and the 

Blue Eye spring with many opportunities for swimming along the way. Later one we can relax at 

our cozy guest house or visit the village’s highlights: The canyon bridge, waterfall and blood feud 

tower. 

Well rested we take our leave to hike across the Valbona pass. With views of the much steeper and 

more rugged valley that lies in front us we go down to Rragam, which features some more very 

lovely traditional buildings, before we continue by car to our accommodation. 

From the secluded village of Cerem we tackle the huge Kollata massif after a good night’s rest. The 

three main peaks above 2500m rising from its flat-topped summit offer the best views of the 

Accursed Mountains and Montenegrin part of the Alps.  

The next day we need to leave early to catch the ship converted bus which ferries us over scenic 
Lake Koman and through some narrow gorges before we arrive near Shkodra and continue our 
drive to Tirana. The best way to get to know the city is by taking the cable car up to Mt Dajti which 
offers a panoramic view of the area as far as to the coast. The evening can be spent in the now 
very popular, previously closed off to the public, Blloku district.  
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Map Overview 
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Tour Facts 

Services included:  

 6 nights accommodation in family guesthouses 
 1 night accommodation in a hotel 
 2 meals a day  
 English/German speaking guide  
 all transports within Albania incl. transfers from/to airport 
 1 boat trip 

 At your own:  

 insurance  
 airfares 
 picnic / lunches (sandwiches) 
 cable car ticket for Mt Dajti (day 7) 
 tips and personal expenses for drinks or souvenirs  

Hikers should bring the following equipment: 

Hiking boots, gaiters (if hike is in May/June), light rainwear, sunscreen, hat, sun glasses, 25 to 40 

liters backpack, 1.5 liters water gear,  towel and swimsuit (optional) 

Accommodation will be basic, please come with adequate expectations, and respect and enjoy the 

local circumstances. 

Visitors are expected to respect the wildlife, leave what they find, dispose of their waste 
properly and to be considerate with locals. 
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1st  Arrival & Cemi Canyon 

Pickup from airport and transfer to Kelmend valley 

 
 

- Airport pickup at Tirana Airport; guests are asked to arrive in Tirana before noon in order to 

ensure enough time for the transfer 

- Transfer to Kelmend valley in the very North of Albania 

- Drive passes along Lake Shkoder, leads us into the highlands of the Albanian Alps and 

enters the beautifully scenic Cemi Canyon  

- Arrival in Lepushe, from where we will have first impressive views of the Accursed 

Mountain massif 

- Overnight in a family guesthouse in Lepushe village 
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2nd  Koprisht Alps 

Hiking from Lepushe to Nikc 

 

 
16km 

 
450m 

 
1150m 

 
6:00h 

- Breakfast at the guesthouse and start of the hike from Lepushe  

- Ascent to the wonderful Koprisht Alps 

- Passing through local shepherds’ summer camps that are still used in a half-nomadic way  

- Descend by an old mountain cemetery and continuation to the village of Vukli 

- Arrival and finish of the hike in the natural amphitheater of Nikc 

- Overnight in a family guesthouse in Nikc 
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3rd  The Heart of the Accursed Mountains 

Hike from Nikc to Theth 

 

 
22km 

 
1300m 

 
1150m 

 
9:30h 

- Following old shepherds’ trail entering the stone walls of the Accursed Mountains (Bjeshket 

e Namuna)  

- Passing through the magic village of Dobraces at 1700m, a green oasis with shepherds’ 

summer shelters, settled at the top of a high rocky wall  

- Staying on the highly demanding trail that leads through rugged karst terrain into the heart 

of the massif 

- Leaving Mt. Arapit behind, we descent into Shala valley from its Northern end, with 

magnificent views of Theth 

- Overnight in a family guesthouse in Theth’s center 
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4th  Exploring Theth 

Hike to Blue Eye (Syri I kalter) and Grunasi Waterfall* 

 

 
19km 

 
100m 

 
300m 

 
7:30h 

- Hike from Theth’s center to Nderlysa via the Grunasi Waterfall, a natural monument where 

the clear mountain waters drop from a height of 30m  

- Lunch in Nderlysa, light hike to the Blue Eye (Syri i kalter), a stunning natural karst spring,  

- Return to Theth via the Grunasi Canyon, passing the village’s sights, the Defense Tower 

(Kula) and Church 

This hike can be shortened in many variations. The group will decide which option is to be 

hiked. During the hike, there is the opportunity of swimming at natural water pools of Nderlysa 

*Participants who would like to get a rest from hiking can relax by exploring the village. 
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5th  Welcome to Valbona Valley 

Hike from Theth to Rragam 

 

 
14km 

 
1050m 

 
800m 

 
7:00h 

- Ascend through beech wood to Valbona pass following an old mule trail 

- Amazing view to both Shala and Valbona valleys from Valbona Pass 

- On the way down, the almost abandoned village of Rragam will open the doors of Valbona 

Valley 

- Short transfer to the “Rilindja” guesthouse, Selimaj village 

- Overnight in Selimaj/Valbona or if possible near  the trailhad in Cerem 

* luggage transfer is done on mules 
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6th  Cerem Day Hike Options 

Mount Kollata or Hike from Cerem to Selimaj 

 

 
13km 

 
1350m 

 
1350m 

 
9:00h 

- Option 1: Cerem – Maja e Kollates (2556m) – Cerem 

Transfer to Cerem, circle hike to Mount Kollata Peak and return to Cerem, transfer  

back to Selimaj 

 
16km 

 
850m 

 
1300m 

 
7:30h 

- Option 2: Cerem – Qafa e Borit – Qafa e Preslopit – Valbona – Selimaj 

(This hike can be shortened or extended to suit the ability of the group.) 
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7th  Koman Lake Ferry Ride & Tirana 

Tranquil ferry ride and the turbulent capital 

 

 
5km 

 
450m 

 
450m 

 
3:00h 

- Early morning transfer to Fierze, passing through Bajram Curri, the largest town of the 

region 

- Boat trip on the artificial Lake Koman (Drin river’s canyon) 

- Transfer from Koman to Tirana 

- Taking a cable car up to Dajti mountain  

- Lunch from a magic perspective 

- Light hiking to the top for excellent views on Tirana, the Albanian lowlands and the Adriatic 

coast 

- Guided city walk of the capitol  

- Overnight at a hotel in Tirana 
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8th  Tirana & farewell 

Visiting the city of thousand windows 

 

- Free time for a stroll around Tirana, sightseeing, souvenir shopping* 

- Transfer to Tirana’s “Mother Theresa” Airport   

- Farewell coffee  

* The amount of time to spend depends on the time of your departure from the airport 

 

 

 

 

    


